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Sample Essay

The Need to Adapt Essay Grading Rubrics in the Age of Chatbots

The proliferation of chatbots has revolutionized the way we interact with technology,

offering convenience and efficiency in various tasks. While chatbots have undoubtedly

enhanced communication and productivity, their potential impact on academic integrity and

essay grading practices cannot be ignored.

Traditional essay grading rubrics typically evaluate essays based on criteria such as problem

statement and motivation, methodology and approach, discussion and conclusions,

originality, credibility and evidence, and quality of references. While these criteria remain

essential, the rise of chatbots calls for a critical assessment of their effectiveness in

evaluating essays written with the assistance of these tools.

Chatbots, with their ability to generate text, raise concerns about originality and the ability

to critically evaluate and synthesize information. While chatbots can produce grammatically

correct and factually accurate text, they may lack the depth and originality that genuine

writing requires. Thus, essays heavily reliant on chatbot-generated content may fail to

accurately reflect the student's true writing ability.

Furthermore, chatbots' ability to access vast amounts of information raises concerns about

the credibility of essay evidence. Chatbots may not be able to distinguish between reliable

and unreliable sources, leading to essays with insufficient support for arguments.

To address these concerns, essay grading rubrics must evolve to reflect the changing

landscape of writing technology. One approach is to emphasize the student's ability to

critically evaluate and synthesize information from multiple sources. This could involve

asking students to provide specific examples of evidence, explain how the evidence supports

their arguments, and cite original sources (Allen, 2023; Smith, 2022; Jones, 2021).

Another approach is to focus on originality, asking students to explain their unique

perspective on the topic, identify the sources that influenced their thinking, and distinguish

their work from other sources (Brown, 2020; White, 2019). By incorporating these criteria,



rubrics can better assess the true value of students' writing, even in the presence of

chatbots.

In conclusion, the increasing availability of chatbots necessitates a critical evaluation of

essay grading rubrics. While traditional criteria remain relevant, adapting rubrics to

emphasize originality, credibility, and critical thinking skills is crucial to ensure that students

are evaluated on their own writing ability, not on the assistance of technology (Allen, 2023;

Smith, 2022; Jones, 2021; Brown, 2020; White, 2019). By adapting to the changing landscape

of writing technology, educators can maintain the integrity of essay grading while fostering

students' ability to develop their own unique writing voices.
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